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2017 Report to the Residents, Businesses, and Board of Trustees of the 
Charter Township of Flint 
 
The Fire Department responded to a total of 778 incidents in 2017.  We averaged 65 

incidents per month, 15 a week, or 2 runs per day.  There was 1 fire fatality in 2017.  The Fire 
Department responds to, but is not limited by, the following types of calls: structure fires, 
vehicle fires and extrications, police and EMS assistance, hazardous material calls, confined 
space rescue, wires down/arcing, carbon monoxide alarms, and residential assists.   

 

The average response time during 2017, from our two stations located on either 

Flushing Rd. (Fire Station #2) or Bristol Rd. (Fire Station #3), was 7.27 minutes.  

 

Staffing at the fire department is currently in a transitional period, with new personnel and 

new leadership.  In 2017, the department promoted a Fire Chief and hired 3 new Full-Time 

Firefighters.  Current staffing is at 28.  Staffing is comprised of 9 Full-Time Officers covering the 

Flushing and Bristol Rd. Stations, 7 days a week and 24 hours a day.  When staffing allows, 

Reuben St. (Fire Station #1) is staffed 24 hours a day.  24 Hour staffing is filled with 2 Captains 

and 7 Sergeants.  Fire Station #1 is staffed by a Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, and a Full-Time 

Administrative Assistant (non-fire trained) from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

We have 17 On-Call (part-time) Firefighters, on a paging system dispatched through Genesee 

County 911. There is currently 1 Full-Time employee on sick leave. The department hired 3 On-

Call Firefighters in 2017, but unfortunately 2 of them left the department prior to completing 

the Fire Academy.  There are currently 3 On-Call Firefighter Recruits in Fire Academy. 

 

Special Events 
On August 16th, we welcomed Congressman Dan Kildee for a friendly visit.  Congressman 

YƛƭŘŜŜΩǎ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ WŀŎƪ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƳŀƴ YƛƭŘŜŜ 

toured our Fire Station #1 and reminisced over old photos of the Department and his 

Grandfather.  He tried on Turnout gear and a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), 

while extending a charged hoseline.  He also operated our Hydraulic Rescue Tools to see some 

of what being a Firefighter entails. 
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On November 14th, we renamed Fire Station #2 in honor of long-time Fire Chief Donald S. 

Rowley, who served the Fire Department for over 35 years.        

 

 

 

Retirements 
The Department said good-bye to Captain Gary Borse, who retired on December 28th after 

over 35 years of service (10 years as an On-Call Firefighter and 25 as a Full-Time Firefighter). 
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Cost Recovery 
In 2017, the Fire Department billed insurance companies, Consumers Energy, and non-

residents for calls, recovering $4,800 through the Cost Recovery Ordinance.  

 

Grants 
We were awarded a FEMA grant totaling $275,910.  This grant was used to purchase 42 new 

SCBA units, 2 new Breathing Air Fill Stations, and 1 new Breathing Air Compressor. 

 

Equipment/Apparatus  

 
Apparatus purchased 

1 New Pumper (Engine 31) 

1 Used Squad/Air Unit (Squad 16) 

 

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)  

Two Sergeants are certified to repair the SCBAs in the department, servicing 63 masks and 33 

harnesses.  Annually, each mask is torn down, cleaned, tested, and returned to service. The 

SCBA harnesses, when repaired, are also tested before returning to service.  SCBA tanks are 

tested every five years, and in 2017 our tanks reached their last year of service (15 Years).  The 

SCBAs purchased in 2002 were replaced in 2017.  The compressor breathing air is tested 

quarterly for contaminants.   

 

Fire Hose Testing 

Each year The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) requires fire departments to test 

fire hose.  In 2017, we tested 121 lengths (6,050 ft.) of м оκпέ hose, 128 lengths (6400 ft.) of 2 

ѹέ ƘƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ол ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ όоΣллл ŦǘΦύ ƻŦ пέ ƘƻǎŜΦ  ¢ƻǘŀƭ ƘƻǎŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ нтф ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ or 15,450 

feet.    We did not have any hose failures during testing. 
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Building Upgrades 
Fire Station #1 5331 Reuben St.- New sign (to be dedicated in honor of our first Fire Chief Jack 

Maxwell in 2018), Roof repairs, Storage container/shed, and started development of Training 

Grounds on the west side of the Station. 

Fire Station #2 3327 Flushing Rd.- New sign that was dedicated in honor of long-time Fire 

Chief Donald S. Rowley, Roof Repairs, Backup generator for Station 

Fire Station #3 2511 W. Bristol Rd.- New roof, New concrete on apron 

 

Hydrant Repair and Maintenance 
During the spring of 2017, weed control was completed around fire hydrants located in rural 

areas of the township in order to make the hydrants visible throughout the summer. In the 

summer months, light repair and scheduling with Genesee County Water and Waste Services 

(WWS) on underground repairs were made.  In the fall, 446 hydrants were winterized.  This 

process includes: visibly checking a hydrant for damage, exercising the main valve, flowing 

water, and pumping water out of the barrel to keep the hydrant from freezing.  A total of 

103.5 hours were charged for working on Hydrants in 2017.  Issues discovered during the fall 

winterization process were repaired or corrected. To date, WWS repaired or replaced 11 

damaged or broken hydrants.  
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Fire Inspections 
The Fire Chief, Assistant Chief, and two Department Captains conduct fire inspections in the 
Township. All inspections are in accordance with the 2012 International Fire Code. During  
2017, 130 businesses were inspected and/or blue prints reviewed.  The focus primarily was on 
restaurants, new businesses, and new construction builds in the township.   
Fire Inspectors look for, but are not limited to, the following:  
 

¶ SPRINKLER SYSTEM  

¶ PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  

¶ EXIT LIGHTS 

¶ EMERGENCY LIGHTS  

¶ EXIT DOOR LATCH OPERATION  

¶ WIDE CLEARANCE TO ALL EXITS 

¶ STORAGE IN EXIT AREAS 

¶ STORAGE IN A MECHANICAL ROOM OR BY HEAT-PRODUCING DEVICES 

¶ PLUG ADAPTORS OR EXTENSION CORDS  

¶ FACTORY-EQUIPPED APPLIANCE CORDS  

¶ POWER STRIPS (EXCEPTION FOR COMPUTERS, LED LIGHTS/SIGNS AND PHONE SYSTEMS)  

¶ CEILING TILES 

¶ DEAD BOLTS ON EXITS EQUIPPED WITH A MANDATORY INSIDE MANUAL RELEASE 

¶ PADLOCKS OR BOLT LOCKS ON EXITS 

¶ HOOD FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM AND CLEANING  

¶ HOOD FIRE SUPPRESSION NOZZLE CAPS  
   

Fire Prevention  
The Fire Department visited schools, conducted fire station tours, participated in parades, 

installed smoke detectors or batteries, and attended public events.  In total, the Flint 

Township Fire Department had a presence at more than 42 public events during 2017. 

Fire Investigations 
The Department investigates all fires ranging from a simple interview to a full investigation 

taking weeks or months.  ! ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ŀ 

particular fire.  A total of 20 fires were full fire investigations in 2017.  This included the 

investigation of a fatal fire that occurred in March.  The cause of the fatal fire was careless 

smoking (the victim was on oxygen). 
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Firefighter Training   
Our Firefighters train for up to 3 hours a session, twice a month, to keep skills sharp.  We 

trained for more than 899 hours during 2017 in accordance with Michigan Occupational Safety 

and Health Administrative (MIOSHA) Part 74, Fire Fighting. Training included, but was not 

limited to: Hose Pulls, Rapid Intervention Crew, Right-to-Know, Fire Control, Hose Streams, 

Ladders, Vehicle Extrication, Hazardous Materials, and all subjects that correspond with the 

duties a Firefighter is expected to know and be able to perform. 

Fire Training Trailers   
In addition to our department, the training trailers were used by the Genesee County Fire 

Academy and Davison Fire Department in 2017.  The Training Trailers were obtained by Flint 

Township in 2012, utilizing a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant.  Flint Township has continued to share the trailers with other fire 

departments in Genesee County even after the grant period expiration. The trailers will now 

be permanently housed on the Training Grounds being developed on the west side of Fire 

Station #1. 

 

Community Activities   
Department personnel attended the Genesee County Fire Fighter Memorial Service, the 

Carman-Ainsworth Homecoming Parade, and delivered Santa to the Genesee Valley Mall.   

Department personnel also ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άShop with a Heroέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

Volunteers including 14 active Flint Twp. Firefighters, Flint Twp. Police Officers, and family 

members participated in άRinging the Bellέ and άFilling the Fire Truckέ for the Salvation Army 

at Corunna Rd. Walmart before Christmas; 446 items including toys & clothing were collected 

for a total of $6,690.  Also $2,697.84 in cash was collected, for a grand total of $9,368.84. 

¢ƘŜ Cƭƛƴǘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ CƛǊŜ CƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ Association fed four families with turkey dinners at 

Thanksgiving. 
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Flint Township Fire Fighters serving the people 

 

 

           To our residents, businesses, and Board of Trustees: 

                                         THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
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 Incident Reporting by Month 

 

 

 

 Plotted points on Graph read from left to right. 

 

 Period: # of Incidents: 

 1/2017  53 

 2/2017  53 

 3/2017  96 

 4/2017  68 

 5/2017  67 

 6/2017  58 

 7/2017  70 

 8/2017  57 

 9/2017  66 

 10/2017  67 

 11/2017  55 

 12/2017  68 

     Total Incidents:  778 
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 Incident Report, By Type Of Incident 

 

  

 

 

 

 Graphed Items are sorted by Incident Type 

 100 Series-Fire  118   15.17% 

 200 Series-Explosion  2   0.26% 

 300 Series-Rescue & EMS  21   2.70% 

 400 Series-Hazardous Conditions (No fire)  150   19.28% 

 500 Series-Service Call  206   26.48% 

 600 Series-Good Intent Call  133   17.10% 

 700 Series-False Alarm & False Call  144   18.51% 

 900 Series-Special Type  4   0.51% 

 

 Grand Total:  778  

 Type Of Incident Most Frequent: 500 Series-Service Call 



                                                               2017 Report - Flint Township Fire Department 
 

 

 

  

 


